232

The Plant Kingdom

Another very interesting example of supporting roots is afforded
by the strangling figs of tropical forests. These plants start as
epiphytes in the tops of the trees and send down roots that reach
the ground (Fig. 237). Branches from these roots grow around the
tree and coalesce either with each other or with the main root,
until the trunk of the tree is usually enclosed by a network. As
this grows and coalesces, it interferes with the growth of the tree,
the fig leaves shade the tree, and the roots of the fig interfere with
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FIG. 241. Enlarged storage root of turnip

those of the tree. This combination usually results in the death of
the tree on which the fig is growing. The meshlike support of the
fig continues to grow until it may finally have the appearance of a
solid trunk. Usually, however, some of the meshes persist. The
final appearance of these figs is greatly influenced by the form and
height of the trees on which they start. When they grow on slant-
ing or peculiarly shaped trees, they sometimes assume very fan-
tastic shapes (Fig. 238).
Climbing plants may be attached to their supports by means
of roots and so be supported by the roots (Figs. 217, 239).